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Who are we?Who are we?

‘IAP2 is an association of members who seek to promote IAP2 is an association of members who seek to promote 
and improve the practice of public participation in relation 
to individuals, governments, institutions, and other entities 
that effect the public interest in nations throughout the that effect the public interest in nations throughout the 
world’.



Where are we?Where are we?

IAP2 has a growing membership in the following countries:

Australia
Canada
Ghana
France
Iceland
Ireland
South Africa
Mexico
Singapore
New Zealand
United Kingdom
United StatesUnited States



What is P2?What is P2?

Any process that involves the public (community) in 
identifying issues or decision making and uses public input identifying issues or decision-making and uses public input 
to make better decisions.

(International Association for Public Participation)



The IAP2 
Spectrum of 
Public 
P ti i tiParticipation



Who is the public?Who is the public?

Th  l    h lThe people as a whole

A group of people sharing a common interest

Individuals/groups with a perceived stake in the outcome of a 
decision

External stakeholders (Govt  NGO’s  lobby groups)External stakeholders (Govt, NGO s, lobby groups)

Internal stakeholders….who often have technical knowledge and 
an impact on decisions

Decision-makers

It is helpful to think in terms of the ‘community of interest’ (COI)



IAP2 Core Values

1. The public should have a say in 4. Public participation seeks out and 
facilitates the involvement of those p y

decisions about actions that 
could affect their lives.

2. Public participation includes the 
promise that the public's 

facilitates the involvement of those 
potentially affected by or interested in a 
decision.

5. Public participation seeks input from 
ti i t  i  d i i  h  th  promise that the public s 

contribution will influence the 
decision.

3. Public participation promotes 

participants in designing how they 
participate.

6. Public participation provides 
participants with the information they p p p

sustainable decisions by 
recognizing and 
communicating the needs and 
interests of all participants, 
including decision makers. 

p p y
need to participate in a meaningful way.

7. Public participation communicates to 
participants how their input affected the 
decisiong decision.



Make it count..Make it count..Make it count..Make it count..

Public participation (community engagement) is most Public participation (community engagement) is most 
effective and delivers best value for effort when it is 
undertaken for a specific purpose: to influence and add 
value to an issue or an opportunity so that the best quality, value to an issue or an opportunity so that the best quality, 
or most sustainable decision can be made.

IAP2IAP2



How can IAP2 help?How can IAP2 help?

Values based
International 
Training programsg p g
Good practice guides
Core Values case studies
Awards programme
Research
Networking
Virtual communities

Join the free email list for a regular  
updates at: www.iap2.org or www.iap2.org.auupdates at: www.iap2.org or www.iap2.org.au



Contact us..Contact us..Contact us..Contact us..

www.iap2.org

1800 644 42 73 (Toll free Nth America)

1 303 254  5642 (International) ( )

61 7 5429 8480 (Australasia) 


